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December 2026 - First candle at sundown Friday, Dec. 4 - Holiday ends at nightfall Saturday, Dec. 12

25 Kislev to 2 Tevet 5787 on the Hebrew calendar
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Friday and Saturday nights Family plans

Fri., Dec. 4 and Fri., Dec. 11: light the menorah before Shabbat candles, with
candles that burn until at least 30 minutes after nightfall. Sat., Dec. 5: light
after Shabbat ends and Havdalah. Candles are added from the right; light the
newest one first.

Source: Chabad.org, Jewish Holidays in 2026; Hebcal (Shabbat candles 18 minutes before sunset; Havdalah at nightfall). Exact local times vary by city and community.
Hanukkah is not a federal holiday; schools and offices follow their own calendars.
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